Abstract: Brownlowia tersa, described by C.E. Parkinson from the Andaman Islands during the 1920s, was never recollected. The present report concerns its recent collection from North Andaman and Middle Andaman Islands with updated nomenclature, detailed description and distribution notes. It is considered a near threatened species due to habitat loss.
The genus Brownlowia Roxb., of the family Malvaceae, is comprised of about 30 species and is widely distributed in Southeast Asia through Malaysia and the Pacific Islands (Tomlinson 1986) . Two species, Brownlowia tersa and B. argentata, are known from mangrove communities and are classified as true mangrove species (Duke 1992; Giesen et al. 2006; Polidoro et al. 2010) . Brownlowia tersa was first reported from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) from Dhani Khari Creek, Middle Andaman, by Parkinson (1923, as B. lanceolata) . Subsequently, B. tersa was reported by Sahni (1958) , Das and Dev Ray (1989) , Dagar et al. (1991) , Dagar and Singh (1999) , Debnath (1999) and Debnath (2004) but without locality data and detailed description. Debnath (1999) and Debnath (2004) noted that about 80 years earlier, B. tersa reportedly was abundant nearer to the large creeks of Middle Andaman and Dhanikahri Creek but had been rarely observed there recently. Venu et al. (2006) also noted that there were no recent collections of B. tersa from the ANI and that it may have been extirpated from the ANI. From these publications it is apparent that the precise locality of B. tersa in the ANI remained unknown despite many authors mentioning its distribution there. Here, we discuss taxonomy and distribution of B. tersa in the ANI, India.
Recent floristic study on species diversity and distribution of mangroves of the ANI revealed the occurrence of B. tersa in Shyamkund Creek (Middle Andaman) and Kalighat Creek (North Andaman) (Figure 1 ). Specimens were collected for assessing the numeric and multistate attributes of a wide range of vegetative and reproductive morphological characters and were identified using standard references (Parkinson 1923; Tomlinson 1986; Giesen et al. 2006) . Collected specimens were also compared with electronic resources such as the Angiosperm Phylogeny Website (Stevens 2001) This study reports the occurrence of B. tersa from the ANI after lapse of 92 years. Brownlowia tersa can be readily recognized in the field by its brown-scaly twigs, lanceolate leaves with dull silvery under surface and pear-shaped, 2-valved fruits. Brownlowia tersa distinguished from B. argentata by its shrubby habitus and lanceolate leaves, (vs. medium sized tree and cordate leaves in B. argentata). It often grows along the banks in stands and remains nearly half submerged during high tide, withstanding the tidal surge by its intricate root system. Globally, B. tersa is considered as a true mangrove species (Duke 1992; Giesen et al. 2006; Polidoro et al. 2010) , but it has not been added to the mangrove flora of India in some important national and international status reports (Kathiresan and Bingham 2001; Kathiresan and Rajendran 2005; Anonymous 2008; Mandal and Naskar 2008) . In ANI only, Sahni (1958) and Debnath (2004) classified it as true mangrove species but without locality data. Brownlowia tersa is categorized as Near Threatened by the IUCN (Kathiresan et al. 2010; Polidoro et al. 2010 ). This species is threatened by habitat loss from coastal development, erosion, and the construction of shrimp and fish ponds throughout its range (Kathiresan et al. 2010) . It is common in Southeast Asian countries: Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Philippines and Thailand (Giesen et al. 2006) . In India its distribution is restricted to the east coast and the ANI; it is not known from the west coast. Along the east coast it is common in West Bengal and Odisha but rare in the Godavari estuary of Andhra Pradesh (Venu et al. 2006; Kathiresan 2010; Bhatt et al. 2011) .
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This study provides the only specific locality data of B. tersa in the Andaman Islands in many years. Among the 51 sites surveyed in the ANI, B. tersa was found at only two sites (Figure 1) , and it is now rare in these islands. Brownlowia tersa has not been reported from the Nicobar Islands. In the Nicobar Islands, mangroves are found in narrow stretches because the creeks do not penetrate as far inland as in the Andaman Islands. In addition, mangroves of the Nicobar Islands were affected badly by the tsunami of 26 December 2004 (Ramachandran et al. 2005; Sridhar et al. 2006 ). The absence of B. tersa from the Nicobar Islands may be because of these factors.
Brownlowia tersa has long been used as a traditional folk remedy for diarrhoea, dysentery, wounds and boils. Roots have been found to possess significant antibacterial ability. Leaves possess anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, analgesic and anti-diarrhoeal activities (Hossain et al. 2013) . A wide range of volatile phenolic components has also been isolated from various parts of B. tersa (Atanu et al. 2012) .
Populations of B. tersa are experiencing severe loss at the range margins due to human activities and coastal development. This is an endangered species in India (Gopal and Chauhan 2006), so immediate and effective conservation measures should be taken for their protection and propagation.
